Abstract
Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info understood as the whole body of Christian believers or any division of this body in professing the same creed and acknowledging the same ecclesiastical authority (Njoku, 2008) . For the purpose of this study, the Church whose contribution to national development is evaluated is the Catholic Church.
Understanding the concept development
There are various aspects to what constitutes development, however common to all these is a positive change in human wellbeing (Onwuliri, 2008) . It is understood as a long-term improvement in the standard of living, as felt and judged to be by most of the people in the country (Levi and Havinden 1982) . In the past, discussions and commentaries on development easily tended to be developed by economists who saw it primarily from the perspective of economic growth. In that context, so long as the monetary value of goods and services (Gross Domestic Product) increased yearly, there was development. From the foregoing, it is obvious that there could be an economic growth, but not development, that is, if the majority of the people did not benefit from it (Nwajiuba, 1999) . Development thus goes beyond the narrow lines of economic and material advancement. It is all encompassing (Onwuliri, 2008) . The Church has continued to have a positive influence on the development of civilization. Not only did ancient monks save and nurture the remnants of ancient civilization during the Barbarian invasions, it promoted learning and science through its sponsorship of many universities in Europe in the 11 th and 12 th centuries. The Church's priest-scientists have written their names in gold in the field of genetics, astronomy, meteorology, geomagnetism and solar and astrophysics: the Augustinian Abbot Gregor Mendel, was a pioneer in the study of genetics, Georges Lemaitre, a Belgian priest proposed the Big Bang theory of the origin of the universe. Among the lay members of the Church, we have Henri Becquerel, who discovered radio-activity, Lavoisier, the father of modern chemistry, and Vesalius, the founder of modern anatomy. The Church is making impact in virtually every field of human development.
The ground for the collaboration of the church and state in national development The early Church had at one time identified flight from politics as a component of holiness. The condemnation of Galileo in 1633 seemed to typify the Church's suspicion of the world after the Johannine Jesus (Jn 8:23; 12:31; 14:30; 17:9; 18:36) . Otherworldliness was seen as potential holiness, whereas this worldliness was not. Monasticism in practice was considered better than secular involvement, poverty better than responsible use of Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info wealth, chastity better than conjugal life. Secular values had no real worth except that which religion gave them (Leonard, 2003) .
With the emergence of the Second Vatican Council, new ways of understanding the relationship between the Church and the state emerged. The Council teaches that the Church serves the world by witnessing to eternal values, making God's love present, healing and proclaiming human dignity. The Church helps people in their effort to better the world by opening to them the meaning of their existence and dignity. By promoting family unity, consolidating human unity and injecting faith and charity in daily life, the society is helped. By trying to bring faith into a beautiful synthesis with action, the Church also betters the civil society (Gaudium et Spes, 1965) . The Church's relationship with the world is positive and mature, avoiding the extremes of neglect and patronage. The world is seen as part of the Father's plan (Lumen Gentium, 1964) , and the Christian faith helps believers to appreciate their mandate to develop the world (Apostolican Actuositatem, 1965) . It is the Church's task to explain God's will for the world's development (Gaudium et Spes, 1965) . To achieve this, Christians are to safeguard the world against misuse (Lumen Gentium, 1964) ; give the world a new soul and spirit by fulfilling their responsibilities in the world (Apostolican Actuositatem, 1965) . Vatican II began a new era in the Church's relationship to politics; from opposition and neglect to a spirituality of involvement. Major Church documents now focus on work, the family, the economy, social justice, women issues, peace etc., while spiritual writers stress the need for holistic living. The trends of liberation theology, incarnational theology and inculturation are indices of this development (Leonard, 2003) .
Politics is bound up with human acts, with which the Church is very much concerned. The Church as a universal institution with its member in every country, even though it be pagan must come into agreement with political institutions to guarantee the good of its members. Even though the Church is a spiritual body, she works for her salvation on earth; it is therefore not surprising that the Catholic Church as an institution arranges concordats, receives diplomatic representatives from various countries, and sends legates and nuncios to various countries to deal with foreign governments on her behalf. While the Church can interfere in politics, not politically but morally, its individual members are free to choose any political party whose tenets and activities are not contrary to their beliefs as Christians (Attwater, 1997 (Uwalaka, 2008) .
Prophetic mission involves direct confrontation with the causes of social and political oppression, aiming at a historical change of the situation. This would involve the denunciation of real persons, social, economic and political institutions in so far as any of them violates justice. It involves the pursuit of justice for the poor and the oppressed. The basis for this focus is that injustice constitutes a serious violation of the express will of God. To achieve this, Christians are to participate in political action (Nebuchukwu, 1992 
The church and peace
The word peace remains a recurring decimal in the Church. Soon after the resurrection, the first blessing that Christ gave his Church was that of peace: -Peace be with you‖. The Church has in consonance with this event, preached and sought peace all over the world, and especially in the family which is the basis of national and world peace, in the community, in the country and the world. In its involvement in the search for peace for the nation, the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria issued the following documents: Breakdown of Law-Violence, November 1996, Violence Begets Violence, November 1995, Violence in the Name of Religion, February 2000, Dialogue Rather than Violence, September 2001 etc.
The church and morality
The Church is the bearer of the moral conscience of the society. It is the bearer of moral vision and moral force by bringing into the public arena the revealed truth of Christ (Uwalaka, 2008) . It sets standards and preaches the essence of sound morality; through the light which comes to her from the gospel she continues to provide the principles for the correct organization of social life. The virtues of honesty, integrity, hard work, modesty, humility are all beacons of morality preached by the Church. If the Church is able to mould the character of the society, then a good society will emerge which is
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The Church as the conscience of the nation Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, the founder of the Kenyan Nation once said to the Catholic Archbishops of Eastern Africa, -The Church is the conscience of the Society, and today a society needs a conscience. Do not be afraid to speak. If we go wrong and you keep quiet, one day you will answer for our mistakes‖ (Kanu, 2008) . The Church is the community of faith called into being by the saving action of Christ, the way, the truth and the life (Uwalaka, 2008) . The Church as the conscience of the nation can be captured under the various images of the role of the conscience. The Church as a vigilant watchman to sound alarm against the forces of evil; the Church in the image of a gadfly awakening people from their moral complacency; the Church in the image of guide giving direction because of her privileged position as custodian of the divine mysteries; the Church as the image of moderation and restraint. As a conscience it has to avoid the excesses of laxism and intolerance and rigidity in handling the affairs of people.
Sacred ministers and national development
Even though sacred ministers have a special mission, they cannot deny that what happens in the state positively or negatively affects them. They are not to remain behind the altars while things are going bad. They have a role to play. Christ evangelized not only with words but also with actions. He fed the crowd (Mt 14:14-31), he raised the dead (Jn 11), he healed the sick (Mk 71:37). In the same line, Jesus tells the disciples of John to go and tell the latter what they heard and saw; for the blind regained their sight and the lame walked (Mk 11:4-5) just to mention a few (Esua, 2008) . This notwithstanding, in relating with the state, sacred ministers are to do so morally and not ‗politically'. They are not to participate in partisan politics. They are supposed to be spiritual fathers to all. Being a member of one party or the other could divide this significant interest. The full participation into politics is the prerogative of the lay faithful. The sacred minister as a prophet rolls the ball in the court of Christians, denounces bad policies by pointing out the gospel truth (Esua, 2008) . The lay faithful whose prerogative is the secular world bring the gospel message to bear on their endeavours. As such, the sacred ministers and the lay faithful work together in transforming the society.
Evaluation and conclusion
The contribution of the Catholic Church in the advancement of national development cannot be overemphasized. The dividends show in the areas of education, politics, health, economics etc. There is no end to the various Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info ways by which the church has and can influence national development. This is significant, especially, at this time in the world when the Church in Africa appears to be at the centre of Christianity and evangelization. Although a great deal has been achieved, there are still robust and dominant roles open for her in the economic, social, political and others segments of development of society. The Church must therefore equip herself sufficiently so as to effectively perform these roles. However, as the Church makes huge contributions to national development, she must take out some time to look into herself to see if the very things she proposes at the national level are evident in her own structures. If she serves as the conscience of the nation, she can only be effectively and authentically one if the eyes of citizens perceive her to be thus credible. Today people are attracted by actions rather than by creeds and good sermons. If she promotes economic development and promotes salary increase, she must make sure that her workers are living testimonies to this. If she is an agent of peace, she needs to garnish her system in such a way that peace flows from within herself. The church cannot be a true witness of peace if she is torn by hatred, tribalism, nepotism and discrimination. As such, if the Church seeks to be continuously relevant and a reference point in socio-political discourses, she must be true to herself and be clear about the social, cultural and political peculiarities of her origin.
Although the church has contributed hugely to national development, this contribution is constrained by a college of factors, chief of which is the government as manifested in the takeover of church schools, financial difficulties as well as staffing instability. There is need for an appreciation of the contribution of the church to development, as a complement and not as a competitor with the government. The government need to realize this and support the effort of the church. This support could be in the form of returning seized schools in places where they have not been returned and the provision of grant-in-aid to church institutions that advance national development.
